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SUBJECT: MEETING WITHPRINCE TURKI 

1 . ON THE EVENING OF 3 JUNE, I MET WITH PRINCE TURKI 

AL FAISAL, CHIEF OF THE GENERAL INTELLIGENCE DIRECTORATE. 

DURING THE COURSE OF THE MEETING, PRINCE TURKI SAID THAT 
KHALID AL HASSAN (PROMINENT MEMBER OF THE PLO) HAD JUST 
PAID A VISIT TO THE KINGDOM DURING WHICH HE TOLD PRINCE 
TURKI HAD HAD RECEIVED AN INVITATION TO VISIT MOSCOW. 

AFTER SOME CONSULTATION WITH PLO LEADER YASSIR ARAFAT, 

THEY BOTH DECIDED IT WAS BEST THAT HE ACCEPT THE INVITA- 
TION. ACCORDING TO PRINCE TURKI, HASSAN WILL BE VISITING 
MOSCOW IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTHRE. 

2. HASSAN'S TRIP TO MOSCOW BROUGHT OUT SEVERAL INTEREST- 
ING OBSERVATIONS BY PRINCE TURKI ON THE CURRENT STATUS 
OF THE PLO AND SAUDI SUPPORT EOR ARAFAT. PRINCE TURKI 
SAID THAT THE CURRENT CHALLENGE TO ARAFAT'S LEADERSHIP 
IS BASED ON THE PERCEPTION BY THE RADICAL ELEMENTS THAT 
THE RIGHT-WING AND MODERATE FACTION (FATH) WITHIN 

THE PLO HAS BEEN STEADILY GAINING IN STRENGTH. THE 
RADICALS HAVE CHOSEN TO COUNTER THIS BY A DIRECT 
CHALLENGE TO ARAFAT'S LEADERSHIP. ACCORDING TO 
PRINCE TURKI, THE INVITATION TO HASSAN AT THIS JUNCTURE 
IS VERY IMPORTANT. HASSAN TOLD HIM THAT ABU lYAD AND 
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ABU SALIH WERE BOTH AFRAID THAT ARAFAT WAS PLANNNING 
TO MOVE AGAINST THE RADICAL ELEMENTS IN THE PLO. THE 
FACT THAT HASSAN IS GOING TO MOSCOW WILL ALLAY THEIR 
FEARS AS THE SOVIETS WILL BE SEEKING TO IMPORVE RELATIONS 
WITH ARAFAT AND FATH, AND THIS SHOULD ALSO BENEFIT THE 
RADICAL ELEMENTS IN THE PLO. HASSAN TOLD TURKI THAT 
BOTH HE AND ARAEAT FELT THAT THE MODERATE WING OF THE 
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PLO WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO BRUSH ASIDE ANY CHALLANGE FROM 
THE RADICAL ELEMENTS, THUS THEY SAW NO DANGER IN HASSAN'S 
TRIP TO MOSCOW. 

3. PRINCE TURKI SAID THAT THE SAUDIS HAVE DECIDED THAT 
THE CURRENT CHALLENGE TO ARAFAT'S LEADERSHIP DOES NOT 
POSE ANY REAL DIFFICULTIES FOR HIM. BASED ON THIS CON- 
CLUSION, THE SAUDIS HAVE DECIDED TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
HIM. PRINCE TURKI ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE BEEN 
DISAPPOINTED WITH ARAFAT IN THE PAST, PARTICULARLY LAST 
AUGUST WHEN HE TURNED ASIDE SAUDI URGINGS THAT HE 
RECOGNIZE 242, THEY DO NOT FEEL THERE IS ANY REAL 
ALTERNATIVE TO ARAFAT. 

4. COMMENT: THE SAUDI DECISION TO CONTINUE TO 
SUPPORT ARAFAT VIRTUALLY ASSURES HIS SURVIVAL (BARRING 
AN ASSASSIN'S RUT, LET) AS HEAD OF THE PLO. IN PRACTICAL 
TERMS, THE SAUDI DECISION MEANS THAT THEY WILL CONTINUE 
TO CHANNEL THEIR FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE PLO THROUGH 
ARAFAT. 
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